Ulpia Ratiaria. Possible Temple Buildings According to the
Architectural Details on the Terrain and Lapidarium

Zdravko Dimitrov

National Archaeological Institute with Museum — Sofia

Archaeological site of Ratiaria, the Roman legionary camp, colony and provincial
capital, located along the Lower Danube, near the present day Bulgarian city of Vidin,
is one of the most important centres in the whole of Moesia (Fig. 1)'. These lands
along the Lower Danube were visited as early as 1671 by the Italian military engineer
Count Luigi Marsigli. Two centuries later Felix Kanitz identified almost all military
camps, castles and civic structures along the river®.

The regular archaeological excavations of Ratiaria started in 20* century. A team led
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F1G. 1 Map of the Lower Danube limes zone with the position of Ratiaria.

' V. VELKOV, Ratiaria (Eine romische Stadt in Bulgaria), in «Eirene (Praha)», V, 1966, pp. 155-175; D.
GIORGETTI, Ratiaria and its Territory, in A. POULTER (ed.). Ancient Bulgaria, vol. 2, Nottingham 1983, pp.
19-39; D. GIORGETTI, Res ad topographiam veteris urbis Ratiariae perinentes. Prolegomeni all’ urbanistica delle
citta romana, in «Ratiariensia», 3-4, 1987, pp. 33-84.

> E Kanrrz, Donau Bulgarien und der Balkan, Bd. I, Gebhardt & Willach, Leipzig 1879, pp. 96-99;
V. Dintchev, Ratiaria. From Colonia Ulpia Traiana Ratiaria to Anastasiana Ratiaria. in, R. Ivanov (ed.), 7he
Roman Cities in Bulgaria, vol. II, Sofia, in print.
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Hypothetical plan of Ratiaria
(after Giorgetti 1987, tav. A)

1 - archaeological base
(ancient shrine ?);

2 - so called buillding

with the treasure;

3 - residence (praetorium);
4 - western gate;

5 - ancient road;

6 - so called military camp;
7 - large termae;

8 - site at the loc. Yaliyata;
0 50 100 250 500 m 9 - cemetery from XVIII-XIX AD
L | (place of the ancient forum?).

Fic. 2 Hypothetical plan of Ratiaria according to D. Giorgetti 1987, tav. A.

by Prof. Velizar Velkov worked during the period 1958-1962, and from 1976 onwards
a Bulgarian-Italian team, consisting of scholars from the National Archaeological
Institute and Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (NAIM-BAS) and the
University of Bologna, carried out annual excavations until 1990°.

As a result of these systemic archaeological excavations large areas of the western
fortifying wall, several streets, a number of buildings and a late antique bath were
localized and some of them unearthed (fig. 2). The residence of provincial governor
of Dacia Ripensis, located in the centre of Ratiaria, dating to the late antique period
when the city was a provincial capital, has been completely investigated®.

In the summer of 2013, after 23-year gap, the excavations of the Roman colony
were resumed by a team of scholars from NAIM-BAS and the Regional Museum of
History in Vidin (RMH-Vidin). Notwithstanding the serious research carried out
throughout several decades, archaeologists today face quite a few problems.

In terms of architecture and more precisely in terms of architectural decoration the
following issues appear to necessitate further scholarly research:

1. 'The architectural decoration has not yet been studied;

2. Sufficient excavations of the Roman colony of Ratiaria have been carried out in

20" century, however, most of the details had been found before that and they
cannot be referenced in files of archaeology;

3 V. DINCHEV, 0p. cit., in print.
4 G. KuzmaNov, A Residence from Late Antiquity in Ratiaria (Dacia Ripensis), in «Archaeologia
Bulgarica», IV, 2000, 1, pp. 27-43.
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3. The main problem: We have plenty of architectural details — but all of them are
from different places and of unknown provenance in the Roman colony and
its vicinity;

4. Nowadays in the depositories of the Regional Museum of History — Vidin there

are more than 40 architectural details from Ratiaria and its closest hinterlands

— nonetheless none of them has been published’;

We have no evidence about the complexes — private or public;

oW

The same is valid in respect of the archaeological context of these monuments;

7. An architectural analysis of these solid groups of architectural details could

deliver some very important conclusions about the development of the
architectural orders in the province of Moesia Superior;

8. Similarly the specific types of architectural complexes in the Roman colony can

be identified on the basis of the analysis of the details.

Following the field visits of our team last summer, as well as considering the collected
architectural details during the previous years, we now have at our disposal over 50
different architectural elements of the order complexes. Most of them are currently kept
in Vidin, however, the crucial issue is that all of them belong to different buildings.
Only 4-5 details — the ones kept currently in the village of Archar — belong to the
same order complex. All of the above is indicative of the rich diversity of architectural
decorations and most of all of the existence of several buildings in the antique colony
of Ratiaria which have not been examined or studied from an archaeological point of
view.

The analysis of these architectural elements opens the issue of how many antique
temples existed in the Roman colony during the period 2™ — 3" c. AD.

The newly found details which might have belonged to cult buildings can be
grouped in three categories:

¢ Bases in the lonic order;

* Accompanying Corinthian capitals of large size which were produced in line

with the principles of the Asia Minor stonemason’s schools;

* Details from pediments and cornices which indisputably belonged to big cult
complexes — Roman temples.

The Ionic bases are semi-column-pillar details (fig. 3, 3a). They supported big semi-
column pillars, lined along the walls of a big architectural complex which has not been
located on the terrain.

There is a strong possibility that these are details from the entrances or the apoditeria
of Roman termae of the so-called Imperial type. The existence of such a complex in
Ratiaria was identified by aerial surveys and during the site visits of Dario Giorgetti

> First publication in that direction is now in print: Z. Dimrtrov, Architectural decoration of the Roman

Colony Ulpia Ratiaria, in L. VAGALINSKI (ed.). Proceedings of the XXII Limes Congress, held in Rousse, Bulgaria,
6"-12" September 2012, in print.
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FiG. 3 Ionic base from Ratiaria, semi- F1G. 3 a Ionic base from Ratiaria, semi-
column-pillar detail, preserved today in column-pillar detail, preserved today in
Archar village — general view. Archar village — side view of the pillar part.

in 80’s of 20™ century®. The fermae of Ratiaria are supposed to have existed in the
southern part of the fortified area (see fig. 2).

Exactly in this zone of Ratiaria are found also three Corinthian capitals, belonging
to the same order complex like the bases (figs. 4, 4 a, 4 b). Nonetheless, considering the
reused details in the Late Antiquity and also in view of the severe damage to the earth
layers on the site during the last 20 years, there is no certainty as to whether these 4
details belonged to the supposed zermae in Ratiaria.

I believe that they can also be from the peristyle courtyard or the facade wall of
a big temple complex. In Odessos termae in comparison the Corinthian details are

F1c. 4 Corinthian capital from Ratiaria
with the full elements in the scheme, also
semi-column-pillar detail — general view.
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F1G. 4 a Corinthian capital from Ratiaria — detail of
the acanthus foliage.

either pilaster or free-standing elements’. The bases and capitals from Ratiaria are

F1G. 4 b Corinthian capital from Ratiaria —
detail of the figural motive. Medusa’s head
replacing the abacus flower.

different — pillars-semi-columns along the walls. Precisely such pillars-semi-columns
along the walls are most typical for the courtyards and the long side walls of the

biggest temple complexes in Roman Thrace — especially those from the lands along
the Lower Danube. Perfect analogies can be seen in the temples to Jupiter, Juno and
Minerva in the adjacent Ulpia Oescus colony®. But the best well known examples of
the semi-column-pillar or semi-column-pilaster Corinthian capitals, belonging to the
sacral complex, are from the courtyard of the Bacchus temple in Heliopolis (Baalbeck),
Lebanon, dated to the mid 2™ ¢. AD?.

¢ D. GIORGETTL, 0p. cit., 1987, tav. A, nr. 7.

7 Z. DiMrTROV, Architectural decoration in province of Lower Moesia (1" — 3" AD), Faber, Sofia 2007,
kat. Nr. 230-233, 240, 255.

8 Ibdem, kat. Nr. 155.

? ].B. WARD-PERKINS, Roman Imperial Architecture, Yale University Press, New Haven and London
1994 (new impression), pp. 317-320, fig. 204; M. WiLsoN JoNEs, Principles of Roman Architecture, Yale
University Press, New Haven and London 2003, p. 156, fig. 7.33, also the best picture on the main book
cover. About the other main examples in Rome and its provinces see: P Gros, Larchitecture romaine. Les
monuments publics, vol. I, Picard, Paris 1996, pp. 122-206 and J. W. StampER, The Architecture of Roman
Temples. The Republic to the Middle Empire, Cambridge University Press, London 2005.

The chronology of the details found in Oescus coincides with the chronology of
the newly found ones in Ratiaria: the Trajan-Hadrian’s time — the earliest phase in
the development of the two colonies. A period when it is only logical for the most
monumental and imposing buildings to have been constructed — the temples in the
centres of the cities.

The Corinthian capitals are of the following type: Corinthian capitals with the full
elements in the scheme (fig. 4).

They were produced by stonemason’s groups from Asia Minor. This indisputable fact
is evidenced in a number of architectural decoration features in the capitals. This can be
best seen in the three-dimensional acanthus leaves, in the fan-like shape, in the carving
of their outer tips (fig. 4 a). A reliable indication of the Asia Minor stonemasonry is
the drill-work and the removal of large areas of stone when working on the leaves. The
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FiG. 5 Pediment detail from unknown FiG. 5 a Pediment detail — bed of the
temple in Ratiaria, Corinthian order — acroterium on the top.
general view.

FiG. 5 b Pediment detail — decoration
schemas over the cornice part.

helices of the capitals are also shaped in line with the principles of the Asia Minor schools
— they are twisted like spirals, but are fashioned as floral elements (fig. 4)'.

There are also figural motives in some of the abacus areas of the capitals — human
faces and Gorgona Medusa (fig. 4 b). Like construction they are again, like ionic bases,
half-column-pillar details.

Another large group of details from Ulpia Ratiaria, belonging to cult buildings are
two pediment details, which nowadays are displayed in the Danube Park in Vidin (figs.
5-5b).

These, however, are architectural details which belonged for certain to temple
complexes. They date to a later period than the Corinthian capitals from the village
of Archar, but again are from the colonial period: late 2" — early 3" c. AD. Exactly
these two pediment details from the Danube Park are the most richly ornamented
architectural details from Ratiaria. There is no empty space in the cornice areas of the

big pediment at all.

12 About floral helices and mainly palmetto-helices see: J.B. WARD-PERKINS, Nicomedia and the marble
trade, in «Papiers of the British School at Rome», XLVIII, 1980, pp. 52-55, pl. XXVI-XXVIIL.
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F1G. 6 Ionic capital from Florentiana (today Fig. 7 Antae pillar from the construction of
Florentin village, Vidin district), territory a doorway in unknown temple of Ratiaria —
of Ulpia Ratiaria, with inscription IOMD today on the terrain.

(probably: lovi Optimo Maximo Dolicheno) —

from unknown sacral complex.

Both types of cyma were made — the lesbian and the Ionic cymas, there are precisely
shaped astragal and dentils (fig. 5). The angle bed of acroterium also is well preserved
(hig. 5 a). All the images in the geison area are absolutely different — rosettes, human
faces, angel decorative elements, even the musical instrument— ,.syrinx” (fig. 5 b).

Such a variety of shapes and elaborateness of subject-matter can only be seen in one
other architectural complex in the entire Roman Thrace. It is again in a Roman colony
along the Lower Danube and it is again a cult complex. These are the numerous and
hugely diverse images in the lunettes on the frieze-architrave blocks of the temple to
Fortuna from the Roman colony of Ulpia Oescus''.

The chronology is also utterly similar: the temple to Fortuna was erected in 190
AD", while according to the architectural decoration features of the cymas and the
palmette ornaments the pediment from the Danube Park in Vidin should be dated to
the early Severan period: late 2™ — early 3" c. AD.

The most indicative detail of an architectural complex having cult functions is a small
ionic capital with an inscription IOMD (fig. 6). This dedication to Jupiter Dolihen is
from the territory of Ratiaria. The detail was unearthed in the village of Yassen, near the
antique Florentiana castel, about 30-40 km to the north of Ratiaria (see: fig. 1).

The above theories concerning the use of specific architectural details in cult
buildings are based predominantly on the existing examined complexes from other
areas in Roman Thrace. As was mentioned earlier in this paper the most accurate
analogies are from the forum of the Roman colony of Ulpia Oescus. The coincidences

""" T. Ivanov, Ulpia Oescus. Roman and early Byzantine City. Civil Basilica and Temple of Fortune, vol.
1I, NAIM-BAS, Sofia 2005, pp. 148-156, figs. 103-111; Z. D1mITROV, 0p. cit., 2007, kat. nr. 294-315, pp.
635-643, figs. 305-343.

12 T. IvaNoV, op. cit., p. 138.
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Two antae
pillars | = [ [
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Temple of Fortunain Ulpia Oescus—190-91 AD = i i ety

F1c. 8 Temple of Fortuna in Ulpia Oescus, 190-191  Fig. 8 a Temple of Fortuna in Ulpia

AD, cult building (reconstruction of arch. Yurii Oescus, 190-191 AD, peristyle complex

Farkov, see: Ivanov 2005, p. 184, F1G. 130). (reconstruction of arch. Yurii Farkov see:
Ivanov 2005, p. 195, F16. 142).

are inevitable and completely corresponding. The details from the Imperial temples in
the forum of Oescus, which were constructed during 2™ c. AD, are analogous to the
ones found in Ratiaria in terms of structure, decoration and particularly in terms of
chronology. The temples were constructed in two stages: an early stage — the Trajan-
Hadrian period and a late stage — the period of the Severan dynasty.

There are reconstructions of capitals and bases along the walls from the temple to
Jupiter in Oescus. Yet the best resemblance can be seen in a wall pillar unearthed this year
in Ratiaria, which is an antae pillar from the doorway of the temple (fig. 7). The detail is
almost identical to the same detail from the temple to Fortuna in Oescus (fig. 8)".

According to the latest excavations and studies along the Lower Danube limes also
quite a few analogies to the pediment complexes from Ratiaria could be found. Similar
pediment parts were found in the temples of Oescus — these are the examples from the
entrance portico and cult building of the Fortuna temple (fig. 8, 8 a)'* and from the
ensemble of Capitoline Triad temples (fig. 9)".

Few years ago in the town of Mezdra a Roman temple from the Severan period was
studied in the field surveys'®. It was destroyed during Late Antiquity. Its architectural
details were found to be reused in the fortress dated to 6" c. AD. On the basis of these

3 Ibidem, p. 184, fig. 130.

Y Tbidem, p. 108, fig. 87; and see also reconstructions of arch. Yurii Farkov at: pp. 104, 113, 194, 195,
figs. 83, 94, 141, 142.

1> See the reconstructions of arch. Yurii Farkov in: T. Ivanov, R. Ivanov, Ulia Oescus. Roman and
early Byzantine City, vol. I. Agato, Sofia 1998, pp. 107, 142, 143, figs. 76, 103, 104.

16 See the reconstruction of Z. Dimitrov in: S. TorBaTOV, Mezdra. A brief historical review, Anubis,

Sofia 2009, p. 43.
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F16. 9 Reconstruction of the Capitolean F1G. 10 Reconstruction of the temple at
Trinity sanctuary at Ulpia Oescus — temples ~ Mezdra — cult building and porticoes (author:
of Jupiter Optimus Maximus, Juno and Z. Dimitrov).

Minerva (according to arch. Yurii Farkov,
see: Ivanov, Ivanov 1998, p. 142, fig. 103).

elements in 2005 I was in a position to produce a sample reconstruction of the temple
in Mezdra (fig. 10).

It is exactly this temple that is supposed to be the direct analogue of the theoretical
temple in the centre of Ratiaria, to which the pediment details, displayed nowadays in
the Danube Park in Vidin, supposedly belonged.

In conclusion I would like to point out that the huge number of architectural details
surviving to the present day on the terrain of Ratiaria provide grounds to expect that big
architectural complexes of monumental character would be unearthed and this can be set
as one of main objectives of the team of scholars involved in the research of the site.

Currently over 50 details of various buildings and facilities can be seen on the
Archar-Kaleto terrain. Many sepulchres, parts of mausoleums and other complexes of
burial-commemorative character have also been found. These were localized both in
the Parlosite area, the Western necropolis of Ratiaria, and in the Northern part of the
site, to the Danube — the so called Yaliyata area.

The future endeavours of our archaeological team will be focused precisely on the
unearthing of the architectural remains from these complexes. The beginning of this
programme was laid in October 2013 when we uncovered a late antique bath with
splendid ornamentation and architectural decoration of marble slabs and tiles"”.

The main purpose of these studies of the architecture of Ratiaria will be not only
to unearth, but to immediately restore the newly found complexes, which are rather
damaged and require urgent intervention and adequate conservation-restoration

7 Z. Dmvrtrov, 1. ToraLiov, 1. Zverkov, The regular excavations in Ratiaria during 2013, in M.
Gurova (ed.), Archaeological Discoveries and Excavations, NAIM-BAS, Sofia 2014, pp. 303-305.
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measures. In the future, according to the measurements of the pediment details,
preserved today in Vidin’s Danube park, it is possible to make the full and absolutely
correct reconstruction of at least one temple building from Ratiaria, following the
schemas and principles of the construction, well studied by M. Wilson Jones, for the
main examples in Corinthian order from Roman era'®.
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Iuppiter und die legio I Italica

Tadeusz Sarnowski

Universitit zu Varsavia

Im epigraphischen Fundgut aus Novae (heute Staklen bei Svistov an er Donau im
Nordbulgarien), wo sich vom ca AD 72 bis dem weit fortgeschrittenen 5. Jh. das Lager
der 1. Italischen Legion befand, gibt es 22 Weihungen an Iuppiter. Sie bilden fast ein
Viertel aller beschrifteter Gotterweihungen (90 Inschriften) aus Novae. 14 Iuppiter-
Inschriften stammen von den titigen Angehdrigen und Veteranen der 1. Legion, 2 von
den Soldaten anderer Einheiten und 6 von den Zivilisten.!

Dervorliegende Beitrag beschiftigtsich vorallem mitdrei noch nichtversffentlichten
Funden aus dem Stabsgebiude (principia), wo im Jahre 2013 im Zusammenhang mit
dem Revitalisierungsvorhaben des Lagerzentrums relativ grosse Erd- und Bauarbeiten
durchgefiithrt worden sind. Zwei beschriftete Steine wurden wihrend dieser Arbeiten
in den Lehmgewinnungsgruben aus dem spiten 6. Jh. im vorderen Teil der principia
gefunden und eine Weihung kam in einer Abfallsgrube wohl aus dem 5. Jh. innerhalb
der basilica principiorum zum Vorschein.

Mittelteil der Statuenbasis. Inv.-Nr. 4/13w/pr.

Wiirfelférmiger Block (Hohe 1.135 m — Breite 0,73 m — Tiefe 0,585 m) aus grauem
Hotnitza-Kalkstein. Einst gesondert ausgearbeitete Aufsatz und Sockel fehlen. Leichte
Abschrigung der oberen Kanten des Quaders scheint dafiir zu sprechen, dass der Aufsatz
und damit wohl auch der Sockel eine Profilierung aufwiesen. Mit Ausnahme von ebenen
aber nachlissig bearbeiteten oberen und unteren Flichen allseits geglittet. Der Stein ist
oberflichlich leicht bei den Erdbauarbeiten von einem Bagger angegriffen und teilweise
beschidigt worden. Sonst sind auf allen Seiten nur kleine Risse und Abschlige wohl aus
der Verwendungs- bzw. Vergrabungszeit des Steines in der Antike zu sehen.

Der Block, der jetzt in Novae am Haupteingang in das rekonstruierte Stabsgebdude
steht, trigt auf zwei Seiten lateinische Inschriften. Beide Inschriften zeigen schone der

1

Die obige Statistik enthilt auch neun in den Jahren 2013 und 2014 gefundene und noch nicht
verdffentlichte Weihinschriften aus dem Stabsgebiude und dem hinteren Teil (retentura) des Lagers, sowie
auch eine Tuppiter-Weihung aus dem dem Verfasser nicht bekannten Fundort, vielleicht aus einer der
unregelmifligen Lehmgewinnungsgruben innerhalb des Stabsgebiudes. Die Arbeit an dem vorliegenden
Beitrag wurde im Rahmen des von dem Nationalen Wissenschaftszentrum Krakéw finanziell unterstiitzten
Forschungsvorhabens (vorldufige Registrierung unter der Nummer 293254) durchgefiihre.



