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COLONIA ULPIA TRATANA RATIARIA.
THE REDISCOVERY OF THE ANCIENT CITY

KRASSIMIRA LUKA

The ancient city of Colonia Ulpia Traiana
Ratiaria is the most important Roman and Byzan-
tine center in today’s North-Western Bulgaria. Its
remains are located in “Kaleto” on the northern
outskirts of the village of Archar, Vidin district,
near the Danube (fig. 1). Two major thoroughfares
were running through it in antiquity: Via Danu-
biana (Danube route) and the road to the Adriatic,
which provide the fastest connection from Rome
to the Danube frontier (V. P. Petrovi¢, V. Filipovic,
K. Luka in the present volume: 99, Fig. 2).

Recent studies show that in the beginning
of the 1% c¢. AD the place is already used by the
Romans probably as a military camp. During the
2" ¢. AD Ratiaria is mentioned by Claudius Ptol-
emy as “Ratiaria Moesian” (Ratiaria ton Myson)
(Ptolem., II1, 9, 3), in the 3™ c. as Ratiaria - head
of the XIII Double Twin Legion (Gemina), and
in the 4" c. the name Ratiaris was noted in the
famous Tabula Peutingeriana, created after the
pattern in second half of 2™ ¢. AD (JINBU 1958:
15,22, 31).

After the second Dacian war in 106 AD
Emperor Trajan (98-117) founded 5 colonies, one
of which was Ratiaria. Colonies were cities with
the highest degree of autonomy; each of them was
built as a copy of Rome. The full name of the city
- Colonia Ulpia Traiana Ratiaria was written on
an inscription dated in 125 AD (CIL, 111, 14 499).

In 2"-3 century Ratiaria became the cen-
ter of a large urban area and reached high econom-
ic boom and flowering of culture. Undoubtedly, its

port had important communicative significance.
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The Roman river military fleet base was located
here. The name “Ratiaria” could be interpreted as
derive from “ratis” - type of vessels. Observations
on the riverbanks of the Danube and reporting the
changes in its configuration allow the ancient port
to be localized next to the locality of Kaleto, i.e.
north of the city fortress (Brizzi, G. 1984: 81). A
customs house was situated also in Ratiaria (Por-
torium Illyricum) (Giorgetti, D. 1989: 66). Be-
tween the 2™ and the 3™ centuries the town was
defined as the commercial center (emporion) of
the district.

After 272 AD Ratiaria became the maim
town of the Coastal Dacia province (Dacia Rip-
ensis) (MBaHoB, P. in the present volume: 38, O0p.
1). The military and administrative governors of
the province stayed at Ratiaria. The remains of a
monumental building are interpreted as residence
of the governor of the province (Kuzmanov, G.
2000; Valeva, J. 2000). In 2010 in the surround-
ings of the town was found an inscription of Au-
relius Priscus - dux Daciae Ripensis (governor
of Coastal Dacia) (JIyka, K. 2011a: 533, O06p. 2;
Croes, K. in the present volume: 244, O6p. 5).
This is the second dux of the province of the three

known to date, recorded in the inscription.

In 4" ¢. Ratiaria was an episcopal center.
The names of its bishops are known from writ-
ten sources. One of them was Sylvester, who was
involved in the famous Serdekiyski council in 343
AD, and another one was Palladius who was a fa-
mous theorist and defender of Arianism (/lunues,
B. 2002: 15).
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Fig. 1. The Roman province Moesia and the localization of Ratiaria.

The first person that rediscovered Ratiaria
was F. Kanitz, after he visited Archar in 1862
(Kanitz, F. 1879: 96-99). Later in 1889 via the vil-
lage passed Vatslav Dobruski. He added his obser-
vations about the location of the center of the town
to the Kanitz’ information. He gathered inscrip-
tions, architectural fragments and for the first time
he tried to extract information about the internal
structure of the town by interpreting separate in-
scriptions ([oOpycku, B. 1890: 22-31).

More specific observations on the topog-
raphy of Ratiaria and a detailed description of the
city were given by Boris Dyakovich, who visited
Archar in 1900 ([dsxoBmu, b. 1900: 156-167).
The first serious attempt to cover the collected

epigraphic material was made by Boris Gerov

(I'epos, b. 1953). The only study, which follows
the historical development of that important Ro-
man town, belongs to professor Velizar Velkov
(Benkos, B. 1965).

The first serious research of the town was
implemented in 1952 and 1958-1959 by professor
V. Velkov. The reason was a mass destruction of
the Roman necropolis of Ratiaria in locality “Par-
lozite”. In course of these first researches were
cleaned some graves and sarcophagi and were
collected many and varied ceramic materials and
bricks with stamps (Benkos, B. 1962; 1965: 16-
17). In the period 1958-1962 together with Yor-
danka Atanasova, a director of the Archaeological
Museum in Vidin, were carried out studies whose

task was to clarify the direction of the western for-
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Fig. 2. The inscription ¥ ANASTASIANA RATIARIA SEMPER FLOREAT found at the Western
gate of Ratiaria. Photo by K. Luka.

tification wall.

In 1968 were discovered remains of cer-
tain public and private buildings and was outlined
the approximate location of the western and north-
ern wall. In this period were discovered many me-
ters of Ratiaria’s aqueduct located in the suburban
area. As a result of these first excavations, which
were stopped due to the lack of funds, was clari-
fied the area of the city dated to the 5™ and 6™ c.
AD.

In 1974 the Department of Ancient Arche-
ology of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences ap-
pointed Prof. Yanka Mladenova a leader of the ar-
chaeological researches in Ratiaria. In 1978 to the
excavations joined a team of archaeologists from
the University of Bologna - Italy, under the guid-
ance of Prof. Donankarlo Susie. The main role in
the excavation belongs to Prof. Maria Bollini and
Dr. Giorgetti.

The scientific program was related to two
problems - the defense system and the urban de-

velopment. The Italian archaeologists discovered
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remains of suburban villa with a multi-coloured
mosaic floor from the first half of 3" ¢. AD, situat-
ed on the high bank of the river Danube. The Bul-
garian team excavated the space along the west-
ern wall. They succeed to examine several towers
and to clarify the chronology of the fortification.
The results of these studies are published in the
series “Ratiariensia”. During the excavation of the
western wall was discovered and inscription, that
stood at the entrance of the city and said 7 ANAS-
TASIANA RATIARIA SEMPER FLOREAT (fig.
2) (Ratsiaria of [Emperor] Anastasius will flourish
forever) (Benkos, B. 1984).!

In 1991 the excavations were cancelled.
Since then, for over twenty years, instead of be-
ing an object of scientific researches and touris-
tic attraction, the place has been a crime scene
of treasure-hunters’ invasion and illegal traffic
of cultural artefacts (Luka, K. 2009; 2012). The
treasure hunters’ intervention has affected an area
with a length of 2 km. (East — West) and a width

1. The words of this inscription were taken as a main
title of the present series because of their symbolic meaning.
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INSULAE

Archaeological base

Turkish cemetery
Supposed Thermae

Fig. 3. Aerial photograph of Ratiaria taken in 1976.
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Fig. 4. Supposed plan of Ratiaria according to D. Giorgetti (by Giorgetti, D. 1987: Tav. A).
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atin inscriptions
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Fig. 5. Supposed plan of Ratiaria including excavated areas, newly discovered findings, analysis of the

digital copies of aerial photography and topographical data of the terrain (The numerals correspond to

the catalog numbers in the articles of Rumen Ivanov (p. 143-170) and Kalin Stoev (p. 230-238) in the
present volume)
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of 1 km. (North - South), which covers entirely
the area of the site. Some of the treasure-hunters’
holes reached a depth of 10 meters and revealed
ruins of many buildings and architectural details,

which are observed over the entire area of the site.

In 2009 the Bulgarian Archaeological As-
sociation (BAA) started a campaign for saving the
capital of Dacia Ripensis and reopening the sci-
entific researches here. Only for three years at the
site were discovered /4 new Latin inscriptions,
over 700 artifacts, more then 15 new monumental
buildings, and 12 new legionary stamps. In 2011
was found the well-preserved decumanus maxi-

mus (main street) of the city.?

Topography and urban planning

In 1976 was taken an aerial photograph of
the site, which preserves the original view of the
terrain before its demolition (fig. 3).* Analyzing
this photograph, D. Giorgetti assumes that the for-
tress of Ratiaria was initially square-shaped and
later it was extended to the south, as a result of
which it obtained rectangular shape with dimen-
sions 426 (north-south) x 284 m (west-east) (Gior-
getti, D. 1987: 40-42). D. Giorgetti suggests a hy-
pothetical reconstruction of the plan as a system
of identical insulae, symmetrically situated and
arranged around a main street with direction west-
east (decumaus maximus) and two main streets
orientated north-south (fig. 4) (Giorgetti, D. 1987:
41-42).

In 2002 in an extensive article on Rati-

aria, V. Dinchev pointed out two questions con-

2. The present book is result mainly of these re-
searches. I'm warmly thankful to all authors in this volume
who helped to reopening the studies of Ratiaria and whose
work is presented on the following pages.

3. In 2012 the curator in Vidin Museum Olenka
Milanova found and took digital copies of this photos. Thanks
to her now we have a chance to publish for the first time the
entire area of the city in tis original view.
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cerning the aforementioned aerial photograph and
Giorgetti’ observations. First of them concerns the
location of the earlier fortification wall and the
second - the date of the visible on the photograph
planning system of the town (dunues, B. 2002:
17-19). According to him, the bed of the east wall
suggested by D. Giorgetti is not indisputable and
the variant of rectangular plan with orientation
west - east cannot be a priori excluded for the
early fortress (fig. 4) (Ibid. note 15). V. Dinchev
suggests that a vastly greater town fortress was
built with the proclamation of Ratiaria as capital
of Dacia Ripensis at the end of the 3™ - the be-
ginning of the 4™ c., i.e. he dates Giorgetti’s plan
earlier (2" ¢. AD) and refers the information about
finds of walls along the south-eastern periphery of
the plain to the presumable Late Roman extension

of the city.

New discoveries and evidence

The renewed researches in Ratiaria and
the surveying of the terrain gave new data regard-
ing the town planning and the topography of Ra-
tiaria. At the first place, the discovery of the part
of route of decumanus maxumus 500 m away rom
the Western gate shows that the dimensions of the
town given by D. Giorgetti (284 m west-east) are
not correct (fig. 5). The close examination of the
aforementioned aerial photograph also shows dis-
crepancy with Giorgetti’s suggested plan of the
city. According to the photograph and having in
mind the position of the newly discovered part of
decumanus maximus, it is clear that originally the
fortress had a larger size. The study of the street
carried out in 2011-2012 showed that the pave-
ment was laid on a layer dated back to the 1* cen-
tury AD. The street has been used till the begin-
ning of 5" ¢. according to the coins found at the
upper level.

At his plan Giorgetti mentioned an enor-
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Fig. 6. Corinthian capitals and lonic base found in the area of so called ,,Large Thermae“ in 2010.
Photo by K. Luka.

mous rectangular building with symmetrically in-
scribed various premises and halls - the so called
“Large Thermae” (fig. 4). According to him, the
three apses from south make its plan comparable
to the plans of the bathing facilities of the so-called
Imperial type (Giorgetti 1987: 43-44, tav. B). He
situated this building south of the eastern line of
insulae. On the aerial photograph however this
impressive edifice is localized south of the middle
line of insulae with north-south direction (fig. 3
and 5). In 2010 at the place of the same building
three Corinthian capitals and an Ionic base were

found (fig. 6). The capitals are from wall pillars or

massive pilasters. According to their stylistic fea-
tures, the architectural elements belong to Late-
Hadrian’s time (the second quarter of the 2 ¢.)
and they are identified as a product of the schools
of Asia Minor (JIyxka, JI. 2011 b: 271-272).

This brings us back to the questions point-
ed out by V. Dinchev according to whom the walls
found along the south-eastern periphery of the
plain belong to the late extension of the city (end
of 31 — 4™ ¢.) and the Large Thermae are situated
“outside the originally fortified area” ({uaues, B.
2002: 17, 23). The last evidence proves that the

overall planning of the streets and walls is a sign
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Fig. 7. The fort in ,,Castravita” locality (modern Romania) according to Pamfil Polonic (Gherghe, P. /
Ridiche, F. 2006: 150)

of the urban concept of the beginning of the 2™ c.
and this planning includes the entire area of the
city readable on the aerial photograph. Without
doubt this urban structure was still in use during
the 5™ century.

Very interesting and definitely important
problem is related again to the so-called “Large
Thermae”. The Corinthian capitals found here
provide a clear date of the building (the beginning
of the 2 ¢.) that can be interpreted as a large tem-
ple, or public building - basilica. The three apses
used by Giorgetti to prove the interpretation of the
building as “Imperial Thermae”, in fact are not vis-
ible on the aerial photograph (fig. 3). The plan of
the building (with dimensions 85 x 55 m) is highly
reminiscent of the shape of Roman public basilica
- the central nave and aisles are visibly detectable
(fig. 5). On the north can be supposed a later annex
by which the building reaches dimension north-
south 75 m. A curious fact represents the name of
the area where the building is localized — “Krasta”
(The cross). Usually “The cross” are named places
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and ruins of old churches, monasteries and sacred
areas. The orientation of the building (east-west),
its vast dimensions, its “inscribed cross” plan are
sufficient grounds to assume that the famous Ra-
tiaria s episcopal center known from the written
sources should be sought at that place.

The new researches at the area of the city
are on their way to resolve one more important
question - where was situated the central town
square (forum)? Actually, the newly discovered
official inscriptions (containing names of emper-
ors, announcing the construction of temples, etc.)
are concentrated in the eastern area of the city and
around the so-called “Large Thermae” (or pub-
lic basilica ?) (fig. 5) (JIyka, K. 2010: 631, O0p.
3; Jlyka, K. 2011 b: 272, O6p. 3). Probably it is
not surprising that exactly at these areas insulae,
streets etc. no visible. Only the further studies can
give clear answer if the question is about the “sa-
cred area” of the town (temples, public buildings,
etc., in other words - the square), or it is just an
empty space related to the extension of the city
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during the Late Antiquity as V. Dinchev suggests.

The new researches establish for the first
time the exact spots of the stamped bricks men-
tioning the name of Legio VII Claudia (VIBaHoB,
P. in the present volume: 164-167, No 1-11). This
could be the way to give an appropriate answer to
the problem posed by V. Dinchev - where was the
place of the earlier fortress? The stamps of Legio
VII Claudia are concentrated in the northern part
of the fortified area and cover the space between
the newly discovered part of decumanus maxims
and the Residence of the governor of the province
(fig. 5). Furthermore, under the street level, in a
layer dated in the 1% c. AD were found two more
stamps of the same military unit (MBanos, P. in
the present volume: 166, No 8; 167, No 10). All
these data support V. Dinchev’s observation that
the early fortress probably had a rectangular plan

with orientation west — east.

Suburbs

Surprisingly, a town with magnitude and
range like Ratiaria, is poorly studied in regard to
its vicinities and suburban structure. According to
the local inhabitants, Ratiaria reaches an area of
“20 km wide and 10 km long”, i.e. the city’s sub-
urbs cover vast territory to the east, west and south
of the town. What was not known by Bulgarian ar-
chaeologists was the fact that till 2001 (i.e. eleven
years already) just across the river Danube, the
Romanian specialists carried out archaeological
excavations of the northern most part of Ratiaria
or of the so-called military fort post of the colonia.
Dimitrie Papazoglu localized the site in 1864 near
the village of Desa, Dep. Dolj. Later, the curator
in the National Museum of Antiquity - Bucha-
rest Mr. Pamfil Polonic describes a military camp
with well-preserved fortification walls and dimen-
sions 80 x 20 m (fig. 7) (Gherghe, P. / Ridiche, F.
2006: 150). In the course of archaeological exca-

vations carried out between 2001 and 2009, two
detached archaeological localities were studied: a
Roman necropolis in locality “La Rupturd” and a
vast building with a length of 32 m and a colon-
nade in locality ’Castravita” (fig. 8) (Gherghe, P. /
Ridiche, F. / Nica, M. 2002; Gherghe, P. / Ridiche,
F. 2005; 2006; 2007; 2008; 2009; Gherghe, P. /
Cristian, M. / Ridiche, F. 2010). According to the
investigators, it comes to a settlement of a military
nature and its necropolis (Gherghe, P. / Ridiche,
F. 2006: 151). However, the pottery (Gherghe, P.
/ Ridiche, F. 2006: P1. X-XI, XIII; Gherghe, P. /
Ridiche, F. 2009: Pl. V-VI) and the findings dis-
covered in the graves show period of usage be-
tween the 2" and beginning of the 3™ ¢. AD. On
the other hand, the authors date the settlement in
4™ ¢. AD (Gherghe, P./ Ridiche, F. 2009: 109). No
clear evidence for military usage of both sites ex-
ists. In any cases, the position of the localities “La
Rupturd” and Castravita” close to a large river
island and in front of extended to the north land on
the Bulgarian coast supposes that this should be
an appropriate place for situating a bridge or for

emplacement of a river port.

At the other side of the river and about 2
km east from the colonia is situated one more ar-
chaeological site considered as the eastern necrop-
olis of Ratiaria (/Ilunues, B. 2002: 24). It is situat-
ed in locality “Babuya” and covers an area of 1000
x 500 m (fig. 8). This place was not registered till
2010 (JIyka, K. 2011 a: 532) but its dimensions
and its exposure close to the river bank on a ter-
rain of low altitude shows its great importance as
a part of one settlement complex incl. the colonia
to the west, the settlement and necropolis to the
north and an other archaeological site in locality
“Kaleto” to the east (JIyka, K. 2011 a: 532). In
2011 here was found a Latin inscription devoted
to “All gods” (Croes, K. in the present volume:
245, O0p. 6). The local inhabitants call this Place
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“The Camp of the Legion”. All this new data came
to approve that the interpretation as ,,Eastern ne-
cropolis® of ,,Babuya“ (lunues, B. 2002: 24) is
perfunctory and that the topography of the antique
town was much more complicated than the first
researchers imply. Such a comprehensive struc-
ture including situated in a different locations civil
settlements (municipium / colonia), canabae and
legion camp is not new in Moesia Superior and
in the neighbor province of Pannonia (Vindobona,
Carnuntum, Brigetio, Aquincum, Singindunum,
Viminacium) (Mocy, A. 1974: 127, fig. 22). Only
the further researches can specify accurately the
interpretation and the nature of the two sites in

“Babuya” and “Kanala”.

During the former studies was localized
and excavated the catchment of Ratiaria’ aque-
duct located 8 km southwest of the town in locality
“Zhidovets” (Atanasova, J. 1980: Tav. X). In 2009
the survey in the vicinities of Ratiaria discovered
a new archaeological site (villa ?) situated not far
from the catchment, and a secondary road leading
from the colonia to it and perhaps continuing to
locality “ Zhidovets “ (JIyka 2010: 630; Petrovié,
V. P, Filipovi¢, V., Luka, K. in the present volume:
127, Fig. 26). This newly discovered road and the
antique site located along it very likely catered for
the ancient aqueduct and also form a part of the
topography and the layout of ancient Ratiaria.

Finally, in 2011 was located a part of

the main road traced in the early 1* century AD
linking Ratiaria at the Danube /imes (boundary)
with the Adriatic coast passing through the early
Roman military camp Conbustica (near village
of Kladorub, Bulgaria), 7Timacum Minus (near
Knyazhevats, Serbia) and Naissus (modern Nish,
Serbia) (JIyka in print; Petrovi¢, V. P., Filipovi¢,
V., Luka, K. in the present volume: 128-129, Fig.
27-28).

The ancient Colonia Ratiaria, which was
forgotten by scholars for more than 20 years, still
remains the biggest Roman city (with an adminis-
trative territory of over 6000 square kilometers) in
the eastern part of Moesia Superior. The lengthy
silence of the Bulgarian scholars have had fatal
consequences for the archeology of the Balkans.
In 1995 the archeologist Fanoula Papazoglou
wrote in the introduction of the book “Inscriptions
of Mosia Superior”: “This volume does not cover
the northeastern part of the province as we intend-
ed initially. The preparation of this last part, which
involved the Bulgarian colleagues Velizar Velkov
and Vasilka Gerasimova, was canceled a few years
ago because of political reasons which made our
contacts impossible.” (IMS: Avantpropos). Hope-
fully the new researches and the efforts of the new
generation of archaeologists in Bulgaria will guar-
antee that “the case Ratiaria” will never happen

again.
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Krassimira Luka

COLONIA ULPIA TRATANA RATIARIA.
IHNPEOTKPUBAHETO HA AHTUYHMUSA I'PA /L

KPACUMUPA JIYKA

Hpesuust rpan Colonia Ulpia Traiana Ratiaria (ceBpeMeHHOTO ceno Apdap, obnact Bu-
JIMH) ocTaBa 3a0paBeH 3a ObJrapckara apxeojioruuyecka Hayka 3a mosede oT 20 roaunu. [Ipe3 To3u
MPOABIDKUTENCH MIEPUO]] HEKOHTPOJIEpyeMaTa UMaHsIpcKa IeHHOCT yHUIoXKaBa okono 50 xekrapa oT
TEPUTOPUSATA Ha Tpaja U HeroBuTe okomHOCTH. [Ipe3 2008 r brarapcko Apxeonorudecko CapyxeHue
3aloYyHa CIIaCUTEIHU JICHCTBUS, YMATO OCHOBHA IIeN Oelle He caMo NpeKpaTsiBaHe Ha HE3aKOHHOTO
pasKkoraBaHe Ha Ipaja, HO MPeJy BCHYKO CIIACSIBAHETO HA MAJIKOTO OCTaHana WHPOpPMAIUs 32 TO3U
W3KITIOUYNTEITHO BayKEH OOCKT, KaKTO M BB30YKIaHETO Ha HAayYyeH MHTEPEC KbM apXeoJOrnYecKOTO Ha
cienicTBO Ha chBpeMenHa CeBepo3sananna beiarapus karo 1suio. [IpeacraBeHute B HACTOSIIMS COOPHUK
CTaTUM ca Pe3yJiTaT MMEHHO OT TE€3H CIIACHTEIHU JCHCTBHS, IPOBECHN B PAMKHUTE Ha YSTUPU TOAUHU

Ha TEpUTOPpUATA HA CbBPEMCHHA BI/I):[I/IHCKa o0acr.

[TonnoBenuTe npoyuBanus Ba Ratiaria v ©3ciaeBaHETO Ha TEPUTOPHUSATA Ha TPajia 1a10Xa MHOTO
HOBa Hay4YHa MH(OpMAIHA 110 OTHOIICHHE IUTAaHUPOBKaTa u Tonorpadusara Ha qpeBaus rpa. [Ipe3 2011
r. Oemie OTKpUTa M JoOpe 3ama3eHa yacT OT TJaBHATa yiula Ha rpafa decumanus maxumus (fig. 5).
PasnonoxxeHneTo Ha HOBOpa3KpUTAaTa 4acT OT yJIuIla IoKa3a, 4e pa3MepHTe Ha rpajia B Hadasoro Ha Il B.
ca 6w aBoitHO mo-rosiemu (500 x 500 M) ot Te3w, npeanonaranu ot D. Giorgetti mpe3 1987 r (fig. 4).
JurutanHusT aHaau3 Ha aepooTo CHUMKA, HanpaBeHa npe3 1979 (fig. 3) mo3Bosn 1 Bb3CTaHOBSIBAHETO
Ha TUTaHa Ha T. Hap. ,,l omemu Tepmu™, Ha "meto msacto mpe3 2010 r. 6gxa OTKPUTH U TpU OOTaTO
yKpaceHn KopuHTcKH KanuTens (fig. 6). Tasu crpaaa e pas3mosioskeHa B MeCTHOCTTa ,,KpbeTa™ u criopen
IJ1aHa MOKe Ja Oblle MHTEepPIpeTHpaHa KaTo TpakaaHcka Oa3minka 3a BpeMero Ha Il B. Pasmepute Ha
Crpaaara, KakTo u IIO6pC BUJIUMUAT IIJIaH HA ,,BIITNCAH Kp'I)CT“ HH IMO3BOJIABAT JAa U3KaXXEM XHUIIOTE3aTa,
4e B €/IMH MO-KhCEH NIEPUOJI crpajiaTa € Onina mpeycTpoeHa B XPUCTUSHCKH XpaM, KaKTO TOBA JINYH U OT
MMETO Ha MECTHOCTTA, B KOSITO € Pa3IOJIOKEHa.

MecroHamupaHeTo Ha OQULMAIHY JJATUHCKY Haanuck (myonukyBaHu B crartusita Ha K. Croes
B HACTOSIIIMSA COOPHMK) B M3TOYHATA YacT HA TPaja OKOJIO pa3KpUTaTa 4acT OT decumanus maximus
T. Hap. ,,l 'omemu Tepmu* (fig. 5) HU MO3BONSABAT /1a M3KAKEM XHUIIOTE3aTa, Y€ UMEHHO B TO3HM palOH OU
Tpsi0BaJIO J1a Ce ThPCU U IIABHUAT ILIOIIA Ha rpaja (Forum). Jloka3zBaHETO WM OTXBBPIIIHETO Ha Ta3u
TE€3a € BBIIPOC HAa OBACLIN apXCOJIOTHUECKU MPOYYBAHHS.

HoBute u3cnenaBanusi BppXy TepuTopusra Ha Ratiaria 3a mbpBU BT JOKATH3Upaxa ¢ TOUHOCT
1 MecTaTa Ha OTKpHBaHE Ha TyXJH ¢ nevatu Ha Legio VII Claudia, xouto ce KOHUETPUpAT IIIABHO B
CeBepHaTa yacT Ha KpPerocTTa U IIOKpUBAT pallOHa MEX/ly HOBOOTKpUTATa 4acT OT decumanus maximus
W U3TOYHATA KPernocTHa cTeHa Ha rpaja (fig. 5).

[To Bpeme Ha cmacuTENHUTE AeHCTBHA OgXa MPEIPUETH U TEPEHHHU U3IMPBAHNS B OKOJIHOCTUTE
Ha Tpaja, B pe3yJTaT Ha KOUTO OsiXa JIOKATU3UPaHH MHOKECTBO HOBH apXe0JIOTHUECKH 00EKTH, KaKTO
Y 9acTH oT IbTHU apTepui (fig. 8). HagsBame ce Te3n n3cineaBaHus a MOCIyskaT 3a OCHOBA Ha OBbACTIN
MPELUU3HH IPOYUBAHNUS, KOUTO 2 JOKaKaT 3HAYCHUETO M UCTUHCKATa Hay4Ha CTOWHOCT Ha TO3U 3a0pa-
BEH OT ObJIrapckara apXxeonorus KyJITypeH TaMeTHHUK.
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